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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


PEAK READER LOAD 


The Reference Division reports that on 18 April an all-time peak 
load of readers used the Library. Between 8 a.m. and 9 p.m., 707 
call slips were presented at the Loan Desk. At the height of the rush, 
all seats in the main reading room were taken, including those of ab- 
sent staff members, and makeshift accommodations had to be provided 
in two adjacent rooms. 


MISS DOE AT AML 


Miss Janet Doe, Librarian of the New York Academy of Medicine 
Library, spent Tuesday, 28 March 1950, at the Library. Miss Doe dis- 
cussed with Major Rogers, Miss M. Ruth MacDonald, Miss Winifred A. 
Johnson, Mrs. Creola D. Wilson and other members of the Catalog 
Division staff some of the recurring problems with which the Library 
is faced in the field of subject headings. Questions of specificity of 
headings, principles of subdivision, extent of subdivision, extent of 
cross references, and the like, were considered. 


COMMITTEE ON SCOPE AND COVERAGE 


On 14 April 1950, the Director asked the Committee on Scope and 
Coverage to remain in existence to answer some additional questions 
on the subject of the Library’s collections and to amplify some of the 
recommendations made in the Committee's report. The Committee 
met again on 19 April to answer the first set of questions propounded 
by Major Rogers. 

So many copies of the Committee’s report were requested that it 
has had to be recopied. Individuals who requested the report and have 
not received it can expect to obtain copies within the next week or two. 





Printing cost borne by Association of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library. 
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VISITS OF UNIVERSITY CLASSES 


On Thursday, 20 April 1950, the Library was visited by thirty 
students of the Atlanta University School of Library Service, under the 
guidance of Mrs. Virginia Lacy Jones, Director, and Mrs. Josephine 
F. Thompson, Assistant. They were greeted by Mr. Joseph C. Tucker, 
Personnel Officer, Army Medical Library, and conducted on a tour of 
the Acquisition, Catalog, and Reference Divisions, including the Photo- 
duplication Section of the last mentioned. The activities of each were 
explained. 

At the conclusion of the tour, the group was addressed by the 
Director of the Library, who outlined the plans for the new Current 
List of Medical Literature. 





Members of the Catholic University Library School course in 
Abstracting and Indexing conducted by Miss Isabelle W. Entrikin, of 
the Index-Catalogue Division, held a regular session at the Army Medi- 
cal Library on Saturday morning, 29 April 1950. Many of the regular 
full-time members of the class had visited the Library on 13 Decem- 
ber 1949, but the part-time students were generally unable to take part 
in that visit. The group has studied comprehensive indexing projects 
and Miss Entrikin thought it would be profitable for them to see such 
an indexing operation in some detail. 


JAPANESE VISITORS 


A group of Japanese medical officials traveling in the United 
States under the sponsorship of the Office of International Health Re- 
lations, U. S. Public Health Service, visited the Library on 11 April 
1950. The group included Dr. Ukichi Ishibashi, Chief, Environmental 
Sanitation Division, Public Health and Welfare Ministry; Dr. Ichiro 
Keimatsu, Director, Pharmaceutical and Supply Bureau, Ministry of 
Welfare; Dr. Yoshio Koya, Director of the Institute of Public Health; 
Dr. Masayasu Kusumoto, Chief of Health Center Section, Public Sani- 
tation Bureau, Ministry of Welfare; Dr. Isamu Nagai, National Insti- 
tute of Health; Dr. Takemune Soda, Chief, Division of Health and Wel- 
fare Statistics, Minister’s Secretariate, Ministry of Welfare, and Chief, 
Department of Epidemiology, Institute of Public Health; and Dr. Kintaro 
Yanagi, Director, National Institute of Nutrition. 

The visitors were escorted through the Library and shown its 
features and activities. They were particularly interested in the 
microfilm and bibliographic services. 
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DR. STECHER HONORED 


Dr. Robert M. Stecher, Honorary Consultant to the Army Medi- 
cal Library, was elected 19 April to the office of President of the 
Cleveland Health Museum. Dr. Stecher was a founder of the Museum 
in 1936. 


THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT DURING THE REVOLUTION 


The May exhibit will display some of the books and documents 
which record the beginnings of the Medical Department of the Army 
during the Revolutionary War. 

Chief among the prominent actors in the drama of the Depart- 
ment’s birth were Doctors James Morgan, William Shippen, and Ben- 
jamin Rush. All of these men are remembered toaay for other serv- 
ices to their country and to medicine, but their chief concern in 
1776-1781 was the organization and opevation of the medical services 
of the newborn, patriots’ army; to their achievements, and despite their 
quarrels, we owe the final emergence of the Medical Department as an 
integral part of the Army. 


REASSIGNMENT OF SPACE 


The editorial offices of the Current List of Medical Literature 
have moved into Tampa Hall, a temporary building across Independence 
Avenue from the Army Medical Library, to allow more room for ex- 
pansion. As the result of this move, more space has become available 
in the main building. The Catalog Division has expanded. Its Binding 
Section and the Receiving Desk of the Acquisition Division now occupy 
Room 209, and the Fiscal and Mail and Records Section of the Adminis- 
trative Division are now in Room 205. 








PAPER AVAILABLE 


A few copies of a draft paper, ‘‘National Medical Indexes,’’ pre- 
pared by Mr. Scott Adams for the eighth meeting of the Committee of 
eee on Medical Indexes, are available on request to the Direc- 
or. 





FREEMAN LECTURE 


A capacity audience of the staff and several guests from the 
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology heard Dr. Walter Freeman, Pro 
fessor of Neurology at George Washington University, lecture on psy- 
chosurgery in the AFIP Conference Room on 23 March. Dr. Freemans 
clear exposition of the techniques of lobotomy, and the slides and films 
which accompanied his lecture, gave his listeners an exciting introdue 
tion to this spectacular branch of modern psychiatry and surgery. 

The event was sponsored by the Staff Association, and it is hoped 
that it may be the model for future lectures by other distinguished 
friends of the Library. 


PAPER BY DR. SCHULLIAN 


Dr. Dorothy M. Schullian, of the History of Medicine Division, 
gave a paper entitled ‘‘Samuel Hanbury Smith of Cincinnati, Columbus, 
and Hamilton, Ohio’’ at the tenth annual meeting of the Ohio Committee 
of Medical History and Archives, held in Columbus on 15 April. 

Dr. Schullian became interested in Dr. Smith when the History of 
Medicine Division recently acquired a letter written by him, just a cem 
tury ago, to the great Swedish anatomist, Anders Retzius. 

Dr. S. Hanbury Smith had an interesting and varied career in 
England and in Sweden, where he was physician to the mother of Jenny 
Lind. The greater part of his life, however, was spent in America, 
where he served in the following capacities at various points in his 
career: He was Professor of the Practice of Medicine and Physical 
Diagnosis at Starling Medical College in Columbus. Later he served 
as editor of the Ohio Medical and Surgical Journal, and as superim 
tendent of the Ohio State Lunatic Asylum. After the death of Daniel 
Drake, he edited volume 2 of that doctor's famous work, A Systemati¢ 
Treatise...on the Principal Diseases of the Interior Valley of om 
America. Rather late in his career he realized his life-long ambition 
to become a manufacturer of mineral waters. 











WANTED 


The Library needs urgently several copies of the QCIM List of 
Subject Headings and Cross References, 2nd ed. (Chicago, A.M.A., 
1940). Anyone who has a copy for sale, presentation or indefinite loam’ 
will materially assist the indexing program of the Library. 

















